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AHHOTaNMA: B NMCbMe B PeJlaKIHI0 CTABUTCS BOIPOC O JJOCTOBEPHOCTH OPULIMATBHON COBETCKOH Co-
UaTbHON cTaTUCTUKHU B 1930-e rr. /11 Hee OGbIIO XapaKTEpHO CTPEMJIEHHE NPeICTaBUTh HOBOE OOLIECTBO
60Jiee 06pPA30BaHHbIM, HEXKeJIU OHO GBIJIO Ha caMoM JieJle. JlykaBas Ludpa JOMUHUPOBaIA He TOJIbKO B 3KOHO-
MHYECKOM CTAaTUCTHKE, HO He B MeHbllIel CTelleH! B CTATUCTHKe COLMaIbHOM. B BbICIINX TAapTUHHBIX KPyrax B
1950-1960-x rr. BEIpaXajoCh COMHEHHE U B TOYHOCTH IMIO/ICYETOB, M B UX MeTO/MKe. B 3aKpBIThIX COOpaHUAX
TOBOPUJIM 0 NpsiMOH dasibcuduKanuu npegoctaBiasieMbix LICY faHHBIX.

BeiaBuraeTcsa runoresa o TOM, YTO JAaHHbIe O KOJIMYECTBEHHOM pOCTE COBETCKOHW MHTEJUIUTeHLUY, B 0CO-
6EeHHOCTH MHXXEeHEPHBIX Ka/IPOB, SIBJISIOTCS 3aBbILIEHHBIMU B COOTBETCTBUH C MOJIMTUYECKUMU YCTAaHOBKAaMH BbIC-
I1ero NapTUHHOrO PYKOBOJCTBA. B 0TUETHI 0 KOJIMYeCTBEHHOM COCTaBe MHXeHEPHO-TEXHUYECKOT0 IIepcoHaa Obl-
JIM BKJIIOUEHbl PAaGOTHUKY, UMeloIlMe Ha4aJlbHOe U HElOJIHOe cpe/iHee 00pa30BaHMe, TaK Ha3blBaeMble IPAKTUKH.
3amnosHsAsT NepenycHOMN JIMCT, TaKOH NMPaKTHUK HasbIBaJ cebsl MHXKeHepoM. McciiefoBaTes colabHOM HCTOPUU
1930-x rT. 06paTHUJIM BHUMaHHUe Ha TO, YTO JIIOJH, 3aKOHUYMBILKE KPATKOCPOUYHbIE KYPChl, MPUITHUCBIBAIU cebe Cpef-
Hee, a TO U BbIcIllee 06pa3oBaHUe. JlaHHbIe HEPBUYHOrO yYeTa MHKEHEePHO-TEXHUYECKOro IepCcoHasIa Ha ITpeJpus-
THSX 060POHHOMN ITPOMBIILJIEHHOCTH B [IepMH I03BOJISIIOT CKOPPEKTUPOBATh pe3y/bTaThl nepenucu 1939 .

Knrouessble csioBa: CCCP, conpaibHast CTaTUCTHKA, COBETCKAsA MHTEJIMTeHIUS, UHKEHEPDI.

B 1950-e IT. B COBETCKMX NPAaBUTE/IbCTBEHHBIX KPyraxX BbIIBUJIOCh CKENTUYECKOe OTHOLIEHHE K
KOJINYECTBEHHBIM JIaHHBIM 006 3KOHOMMKE, CIPSITaHHBIM, 10 cj1oBaM A. M. MUKOsIHa, «...3a CEMbIO Neva-
Tamu B LICY y ToBapuia Craposckoro» [1, ¢. 324]. VI3 ycT B ycTa nepejiaBaivu HCTOPUH, KaK 9KOHOMHUYe-
cKMe nokasaTesu [Iporpammel naptuu 1961 r. 66114 BbicOocaHbl M3 nanbla. AkageMuk T. OilsepMaH Ha
CKJIOHE JIeT BCIIOMHUHa/ cBoH auasor ¢ A. H. KoceirnaeiM. OH Bce fo6uBajics y 6yayliero npeMbepa:
«"Ho nudpseI-To oTKyzAa B3su? Beap 3T0 ke Ao/mkHO 6bLI0 Yepe3 Bac npoxoauts?” “Het, - roBoput
OH, - CO MHOH He COBETOBAJIMCh”. “A BOT Bbl MHe NoKasav CBOM JIOKJIaJl, TaM Apyrue udpsbl”. A oH OT-
BeyaeT: “Hy Tak 4ToO K, SICHO, 4YTO MbI He BBINIOJIHSIEM TO, YTO HanmucaHo”. {I roBopio: "Tak oTKy/a e 3TH
nupe1?” OH MoJIya YKasblBaeT MaJblieM Ha OToJ10K» [12]. B npoTokoibHOM 3anvcy 3acefanus [lpesu-
aryma LIK KIICC ynTtaeM y Toro ke A. . MukosiHa: «llogcoBbeiBanu nudpel, CTapoBckuil myTaeT» [15].

3ametumM, yto B. H. CTapoBckuii, ynpasaasmui B Te rogpl LICY CCCP B paHre MUHUCTPA, OT-
HIO/Ib He GblJ1 HOMEHKJ/IaTyPHBIM BbIIBU)KEHIIEM, TIepeOpOolIeHHbIM Ha 3TY J0/>KHOCTh U3 UHOIO Be-
JoMcTBa. OH npopaboTasa B CTAaTUCTUKE BCIO CBOI0 CO3HATEJNbHYIO KU3Hb — OKOJIO NMATUAECATH JIET
[23]. B. H. CtapoBckuil 6bl71 JUCHUIVIMHUPOBAHHBIM NMapTUHULEM W 3HaJ, YTO LUPPBI OTHIOAb HE
rJaBHoe. 3ajjaya CTAaTUCTUKU - U3MEPATh 3aKOHOMEPHOCTHU COLMaJMCTUYECKOrO pasBUTHA [22,
c. 280]. ®opMysipoBaTh 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH ObLIO NApTHUHHOM npeporatuBoy, a B 1930-1950-e rr. -
VICKJ/IIOYMTEBHO CTAJINHCKON. B 06/1acTH X0359HCTBa UX COZlep>KaHue CBOAMJIOCh K NOCTOSIHHO YBe-
JINYMBAIOIIMMCA TeMIlaM 3KOHOMMYECKOI0 POCTa, JOCTOMHCTBAM IJIAaHOBOW OpraHM3allud M Ipe-
VMMYyLlecTBaM 060611eCTBJI€HHOr0 CeJbCKOX03MCTBEHHOT0 pou3BoAcTBa. B 1952 r. CranuH cdop-
MyJIMpOBaJ OCHOBHOM SKOHOMMYECKHH 3aKOH conyanusMa: «CyliecTBeHHbIe YepThl U TpeboBaHUA
OCHOBHOI'0 3KOHOMMYECKOTO 3aKOHa COLMaJM3Ma MOXHO 6bL10 6bI cHOpPMYJNPOBATH NMPHUMEPHO
TakMM 06pa3oM: obeclieyeHUEe MaKCHMaJbHOIO Y/IOBJETBOPEHUs] NOCTOSHHO pacTyLIUX MaTepu-
aJIbHBIX U KYJbTYPHBIX MOTPEOHOCTEN BCEro 0OLIeCTBA MyTEM HENPEPBIBHOI'O POCTAa U COBEpPILUIEH-
CTBOBaHMSsl COLIMAIMCTUYECKOTO IPOM3BO/CTBA Ha 6a3e Bbiclied TeXHUKU» [21, c. 40]. CTano ObITH,
[ICY pomxHO 6bpUI0 IMdpPaMU WIIIOCTPUPOBATh pealu3alii0 OCHOBHOTO 3aKOHA: MOKa3blBaTh, KaK
COBepIIEHCTBYeTCS COLMAJUCTHYECKOe NIPOM3BO/ICTBO, BHEJPSAETCS BbICIIAsA TEXHHUKA, pacTeT OJia-
TrOCOCTOSIHME COBETCKUX I'PakJaH. B MHTenIMreHTCKOU cpesie B caMoM Havase 1960-x rr. noBTOps-
Ji1 6aiiky, 6yATO OBI «...lepeJ; MOATOTOBKOM A0K/JIa/a 0 NOCTPOeHuH KoMMyHH3Ma K 1980 rogy Xpy-
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1eB 3aTpeboBas y TorgamHero mweda 'ockomMmcrara CTapoBCKOro nudpbl 0 peaJbHOM COCTOSIHUU
COBETCKOM 3KOHOMHUKU. Ho, HecMOTps1 Ha HacTolYuBhIe TpeboBaHus, LMdpbl CTapoBCKOTro BCe Bpe-
Md ObLIN "TIOAJAKMpPOBaHHBIMU. "EC/IM 1 BaM paccKkaxy O peaJIbHOM CHMTYyalluH, Bbl Ke MeHs Ioca-
gute!"» [16]. EcTecTBeHHO, 3/1eCb MBI UMeeM /JieJ10 C alOKPU(OM, HO BbIPA3UTEeJbHO U IJIaBHOE [0-
CTOBEPHO Nepelal0lliMM OTHOILeHHe cobeceJHUKOB K 0pULIUaJIbHON CTaTUCTHKE.

KpoMe [OKTpUHa/IbHBIX NPUYMH, NOOYXKJAMIIUX MOABEPCThIBaTh LUGPLI K NAapTUHHBIM
yCTaHOBKaM, ObIJIM OCHOBAaHUs Cyry60 NMpakTUueckue. X0351lCTBEHHbIE OpraHru3al i 00513aHbl Obl-
JIU BBINOJIHATh B CPOK IPOU3BOJCTBEHHbIE IPOrpaMMbl. B NIpOTHBHOM c/ly4ae UX PYKOBOJHUTeJel
JKJaJIM HeNpUATHOCTH BIIOJIHE BeCOMble: OT MapTHUHMHBIX B3bICKAHUN W BBITOBOPOB BILJIOTh [0
YBOJIbHEHUSI C JOJDKHOCTU U NpelaHus CyAy. 3a yCnexXy B BBIIIOJHEHUH U NTepeBbINOJIHEHUH IJIaHa
1le/lp0 HarpaxJaau: U NpPeMUsIMH, U OpJeHaMH, U JONOJHUTEeJbHbBIMA (QOHAAMHU Ha KUIHLIHOE
CTPOUTENBCTBO U Pa3BUTHE KYJbTYPHO-OBITOBOM cdepbl. B Takol cHTyaluu AUpeKTOpa 3aBOJ0OB
YYUJIMCh MaHUINyJIMPOBATh LUPPOBLIMU NoKaszaTensaAMU. [Ipeacenatens BCHX B 1926 r. 3ameTna: «f
YTBepXKAalo, YTO LUPPBI, KOTOPbIE AAIOT HAaM TPECTBI, pa3fyThl, OHU PpaHTACTUYHBbL. Ta OTYETHOCTD,
KOTOPYIO Mbl cCO6HpaeM, ecTb paHTACTHKA, KBaA1MPULHMPOBaHHOE BpaHbe. /lesio B TOM, UTO y Hac HeT
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a upshI» [8, c. 497].

B 1987 r. B xxypHasie «HoBbIii MUp» 6blya ONy6/1MKOBaH 60JbIION desbeTOoH «JIykaBas Lud-
pa». B HeM aBTOpbI - 9KOHOMUCT M ra3eTHBI pabOTHUK — OTKPBITO NOCTABWJIM O/, COMHEHUe J10-
CTOBEPHOCTb OQUIMaJBHON CTaTUCTUKU U B 4aCTH NMPUPOCTA HALMOHAJIBHOTO J0XOJa CTPaHbl 3a
npoule/like N0JABEeKa, U B YaCTU TEKYLLEr0 COCTOSIHUA Jies1 B HapoagHoM xo3sicTBe CCCP. O6bscHS-
JIU OHU TOCIOACTBO «JIYKaBbIX [U(P» HEBEPHON MeTOAUKON U3MepeHHsl IKOHOMHUYECKUX [T0Ka3aTe-
Jiell B MOABU>XKHOM Py06/IeBOM 3KBUBaJIeHTe — IIPU NOMOLLY JIMHEWKH C ITOCTOSIHHO MEeHSAILMMUCH
JleJIeHHSIMY, a TaKKe 9KOHOMHUYEeCKMMU UHTepecaMy AUPEKTOPCKON Kopnopauuu: «Jluny ¢pabpuky-
I0T He U3 CIOPTHUBHOI0 MHTepeca. OT Hee XAyYT M0JIb3bl — 04eTa, NpeMUi. CTaTUCTUYECKUX N10Ka3a-
TeJiell MHOT'0, HO 3HaYyeHUe UX /11 PYKOBOAUTENA NpeApruaTHs pasJndHo. OT 0JHUX eMy HH KapKo
HU X0J04HO. /il yero, CKakeM, UCKakaTb OTYET O MOTpebJieHUs 3/eKTpoaHepruu? /lo HeJaBHUX
IOp 3@ 3TOT IOKasaTeJlb HUKTO He CIpallMBal, Aa U Telepb CNpPoC HeBesJUK. UiuTe uaMepuTenu
“HedTpasibHBIE”, CUNTANTE 10 HUM — U BbI OyJleTe OJIM3KU K Iesid. OTHAKO ec/Ik TOT Ke NoKa3aTelb
CTaJl JUPEKTUBHBIM, EMY ONATH MaJio Bephl» [18].

3aMeTHM, YTO COMHEHHUS], KacarollMecss 3KOHOMUYECKOM CTaTUCTUKH, OTHIO[b HE PacIpOCTPaHHU-
JINCh HAa CTaTUCTUKY COLUalIbHYI0. Mexxay TeM MHPOpMaLMs 0 YUCJIeHHOCTU HaceJleHHUs], O pocTe obpa-
30BaTe/IbHOT0 YPOBHSl COBETCKUX IPaK[aH NMPOMU3BOAMJIACh U PACHPOCTPaHAIACh 110 TeM Ke CaMbIM
npaBusiaM. [locse VIII upesBbiuaiiHoro cbe3za CoBeToB (Aekabpb 1936 r.) crano usectHo: B CCCP npo-
VCXOAUT MOCTOSIHHOE COJIMKEHUe JPYT C JPYroM TpexX 60JIbIIMX COLUAIbHBIX [Py paboyero KJjacca,
KOJIXO3HOT'O KPeCTbSIHCTBA U TPYJ0BOW MHTe/IMreHuuu [19, ¢. 119-147]. 3ameTuM, 4TO 3a 0JITOpA ro-
Jla 10 3TOro cobbITHUA B I. [lepMu 6bIJI TPUBJIEYEH K TAPTHUHHOM, a 3aTeM U yTOJIOBHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
MOJIOZIOW MH>KeHep, B TOM YHCJIE U 3a TO, YTO «...yTBEPK/aJl, YTO KOJXO3HHUKH ABJAIOTCA CAaMOCTOSITE b-
HBIM KJIACCOM...» [6, €. 1a]. B 3TOM TpoiicTBEHHOM CO03€ N0 Mepe pa3BepThbIBaHUS KyJIbTYPHOIO CTPOU-
TeJIbCTBA IOCTOSIHHO BO3PAaCTal y/ieJIbHbIM BeC UHTEJJINTeHIIMH BMeCTe C ee 00IeCTBEHHbIM CTaTyCOM:
«Bce HallM JIIOAU COCTOAT U3 UHTEJIJIMIEHIIMY, 3TO Ha/lo BOUTH B TOJIOBY, — pa3bsICHAJ NAapTUHHOMY aK-
TuBy U. B. CTasnuH. - UHTe/IMreHys y Hac JOJKHA ObITh COJIBIO 3eMJIM. <..> Bce HalM KaJpbl - 3TO
HWHTEJJINTEHTDI], U OHU J0JKHBI CTATh COJIbIO 3€MJIM, U OHU MOTYT CTaThb» [9, c. 464].

B 6os1ee gunioMaTuyHON GOpMe 3THU OLleHKH ObLIM BocnpousBezeHbl Ha XVIII cbe3ge nap-
TUHU: «/|J11 HOBOM MHTE/UIUTEHLMU HY>KHA HOBasl TeOpHs, YKa3blBalolLasi HAa HE06X0AUMOCTb JApYyiKe-
CKOI'0 OTHOIIIEHHUA K Hel, 3a60ThI 0 Hel, yBa)KeHUsI K Hel U COTPYyAHUYeCTBa C Hell BO UMs UHTepe-
COB paboyero KJjacca U KpeCTbSIHCTBA. <...> MBI XOTUM cJies1aTh BCeX pabo4yux U KpeCTbsIH KyJbTYp-
HbIMH U 06pa30BaHHBIMHY, U MBI C/leJlaeM 3TO co BpeMeHeM» [20, ¢. 338-339].

Bpsz, /11 MOXXKHO YCOMHUTBCA B TOM, YTO 3T JUPEKTUBHbIE YKa3aHUA ObLIW NPUHATHI BO BHUMa-
HHe COBETCKMMHU CTaTUCTHUKAaMMU. Tak ke Kak U B 9KOHOMHUYECKUX pacyeTax, OHU CJ1el0BaId NapTUHHON
JINHWMY, VHa4e ToBOpS, IPOU3BOAU/IN pacyeThbl U MOJCYeThbl B COOTBETCTBUU C OXKUAAHUSMU BJIACTHBIX
VIHCTAaHLMH, MeHssl TPaHULbl COLUAJIbHO-YYETHBIX [Py, 3aTyIleBblBasd pa3/Muns B 06’beMax NoTpeo-
JIEHHS U B YPOBHe 00pa3oBaHUsA BHYTPU HUX M 1p. Tak, B 1970-1980-e rr. B cocTaB paboyero KJjacca
BKJIIOYaJIM pabOTHUKOB TOProBJHX U cdeprl obcayxuBaHus [7, ¢. 85]. B 30-e IT. Takylo ke onepanuio
MPOU3BOJIMJIN C UHKEHEPHO-TEXHUYECKUMU paboTHUKaMU — UTP — HOBOM COBETCKOM 3JIUTOM 3110XH UH-
JycTpuanusauui: «[lapTuiiHoe 41eHCTBO M BbICLIee 06pa3oBaHue CTald ABYMs [VIaBHbIMU KaHaJlaMU
JUIs TIoNaJlaHusl B 3JIMTY. [loIUTHKA MO3UTHUBHON AUMCKPMMUHALMUA B 06pa30BaHUM Ype3BbIYalHO 06-
Jieryusa BXOX/JAEeHHe B COBETCKYIO 3JIUTYy peAcTaBUTe el paboyero kiacca» [24, c. 47].
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B cocTaB 3TOH rpynnel BKJAKOYaJM TEXHUKOB U T. H. MHXXEHEPOB-NPAKTHUKOB, 3a4acTyl0 C
HayaJbHbIM 06pa30BaHUEM HWJMA MaJlOrPaMOTHBIX. B cTaTHCcTHYecKOM COOpPHHKe, BBINYLIEHHOM K
20-netu1o OKTAOPbCKOM peBOJIIOLMY, YUCTEHHOCTb UHKEeHePOB, 3aHAThIX B HapoAHoM xo3sicTBe CCCP,
paBHsi1ack 253 000 yenoBek [2, ¢. 23]. B coBpeMeHHOH IUTepaType 06 UCTOPUH BbICILIEr0 0OPa30BaHUA
B CCCP HEeKpUTHUYHO BOCIIPOU3BOAATCH y4eTHble AaHHble 1930-X IT. 0 KOJHWYeCTBe CTY[EHTOB BYy30B,
BBbINYCKe JAUIJIOMHUPOBaHHBIX MHXXEHEPOB. YTBEPXKAAETCH, YTO «B L|eJIOM 3a JJOBOEHHBIN Nepro/, Ob110
noarotossieHo 1 208,2 Toic. yelt. ¢ BoicliuM U 1 790,3 ThIC. YeJ1. cO CpeHUM CIelMaJlbHbIM 06pa30BaHU-
eM...» [5]. B cbopHrKe MaTepuaoB o BececorosHoil nepenvick 1939 r. B YpaibCkoM pervoHe onyo6JHKo-
BaHbl KOJIMYECTBEHHbIE JaHHble 06 NHXXeHepax C BBICLIMM 00pa30BaHHeM, 3aHSATHIX Ha NPeANpUATHAX
BHOBb OpraHu3oBaHHoM [lepMckoli ob6sactu: 1 755 desosek [13, ¢. 162].

3aMeTHM, 4YTO Ha NPOMBILLIEHHBIX IPeJNPUATHUAX BCe JOBOEHHOe BpeMs Hab/rogaica Aedu-
LIUT UHXEHepHO-TEXHUYECKOro NepcoHasa, ocobeHHO B Hadase 1930-x rr. K pekabpro 1930 r.
«...0eQULIUT KaJpoB CIELUaJTMCTOB C BbICIIMM 06pa3oBaHHWEM NpeBbiliag 50 ThICAY YeJOBEK, YTO
66110 60JIbIIIE 001IEr0 YMC/1a UHKEHePOB, paboTaBIIMX B IPOMBIILJIEHHOCTH U Ha TpaHcnopTe» [10].

B 1934 r. ot 3aBoga N2 172 uM. MosioToBa B JleHUMHrpaj 6blja OTHpaBJieHa rpynna BepooB-
IIMKOB C MPUKa30M HalTH CHeLUaJMCTOB C BBICIIKMM WX CpeJHUM 0O6pa3oBaHUeM. B3aiu Bcex, faxe
VH>XeHepa BockpeceHcKoro, HecMOTps Ha BO3pacT — 82 roja, reHepaJibCKUH YHMH B IPOILJIOM U yda-
cTHe B npaBjieHnu O6yxoBckoro 3aBoja [4, c. 100-101].

CTouT 00paTHUThCA K MarepuajaM NepBUYHOro ydera - cBogkaM OHY (oTpesnoB HaiiMa u
yBOJIbHEHUS) Ha 3aBojax Hapkomara o6oponHo#M mpombiienHoctd (HKOII), kak Bo3HUKAIOT co-
MHEHHUS B TOYHOCTH y4yeTa. BosabMeM /14 nprMepa nepMckuil 3aBog Ne 10 uM. /[3ep>kuHckoro 14-ro
riaasHoro ynpasieHus HKOIL. C 1934 r. oH Bxogui B cnucok 69 HanboJsiee BaXXKHBIX NpeAnpUsTUN
0060pOHHOI0 KOMIJIEKCa B cTpaHe [14, c. 1]. B [lepMu B 3TOT cliMCOK BOLLIM BCero yeThlpe 3aBoja. Ha
3aBoJie UM. /I3ep>KrHCKOro Ha 1 ceHTA6pa 1937 r. paboTanu 76 AUNJIOMUPOBAaHHBIX UHXeHepoB [17,
c. 55]. B cnegyronieM rogy 6b10 NPUHATO HA 3aBOJ, NATh MOJIOJBIX CIIELIUAJUCTOB, @ YBOJIEHO TOJIb-
KO 10 KOMIPOMETHPYIOIUM MaTepHhajaM ceMb 4esoBek [11, c. 27]. HoBbIM JHUpeKTOpOM 3aBoja B
oKTs16pe 1937 r. 6611 HasHaveH C. . boapos, B 1935 r. no/iy4yMBIIMI JUIJIOM O BBICIIEM 06pa3oBa-
HUM, 10 CYTH Jes1a - MOJIoOAON cnequanuct [3]. Ha MHBIX 060pOHHBIX 3aBoAax I. [lepMu 6b1/10 3aHATO
okoJio 300 uHxkeHepoB. Jlaxke ec/iv J06ABUTD KeJIESHOAOPOKHBIN TPaHCIOPT, XMMUYECKUHA KOMOU-
HaT B bepesHukax, waxtbl Kusesa, Bce paBHO KOJIMYECTBO UHXXEHEPOB B MaTepHa/ax Nepenucu
npeJCTaBJseTCs 3aBbILIEHHBIM HE MeHee YeM BJ/IBOe.

He nopa su npoBecTH nepepacyeT IO NMEPBUYHBIM MaTepuajaM BYy30B, NpeANpUATUH, Be-
JIOMCTB, YTOOBI BBIICHUTb pPeaIbHYI0 KapTHHY YMCJIE€HHOCTH MHXXeHEePHO-TeXHUYECKOI o epcoHaia
B 1930-e rT. ¥ He NOBTOPATH «IyKaBylo nuppy» oT B. H. CTapoBckoro?
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Abstract: the letter to the editorial board raises the question of the reliability of official Soviet social sta-
tistics in the 1930s. It was characterized by the desire to present a new society more educated than it really
was. The cunning figure dominated not only in economic statistics, but not to a lesser extent in social statistics.
In the higher party circles in 1950 - 1960 the doubt was expressed both in the accuracy of the calculations and
in their methodology. In closed meetings talked about direct falsification of the data provided by the Central
Statistical Office. A hypothesis is advanced that the data on the quantitative growth of the Soviet intelligentsia,
especially the engineering personnel, are overstated in accordance with the political guidelines of the highest
party leadership. In reports on the quantitative composition of engineering and technical personnel, workers
with primary and incomplete secondary education, the so-called practices, were included. By filling out the
questionnaire, such a practitioner called himself an engineer. Researchers of social history of the 1930s. paid
attention to the fact that people who completed short-term courses, attributed themselves an average, and even
higher education. The data of the primary accounting of engineering and technical personnel at the enterprises
of the defense industry in Perm allow to correct the results of the 1939 census.
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